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Minerals are Essential 

ÅAverage American 

uses 35,000 pounds 

of minerals annually 

ÅThere are 42 minerals 

in a cell phone, 35 in 

your television, and 

66 in your computer 

ÅWe use minerals 

every day 

 



Minerals & National Security 

 ÅAluminum in Aircraft 

ÅRare Earth Minerals 

in lasers, radar 

systems, night vision 

equipment and 

satellites 

ÅU. S. is 100% import 

dependent on rare 

earth minerals 



Mining, Coloradoôs First 

Industry 

Keller Colorado Mining 
Photographic Collection 
Courtesy: MiningBureau.com 



Mining Means Jobs 

Å    5,700 direct jobs and 
 20,000 in General 
 economy ï multiplier 
 effect is substantial 

ÅU.S. mining industry 
supports 700,000 jobs 

ÅIn Colorado average 
Mining wages and 
benefits exceed $70,000 
annually; $107,000 
annually for coal mine 
employees 

 



Mining: Coloradoõs First Industry 



Energy Minerals 
Coal & Uranium 

Å Clean coal is used to produce 68% of Coloradoôs 
electricity 

Å Also used in: 

ïTires and rubber 

ïIn the processing and manufacturing of other 
metals 

Å Uranium is used primarily in the production of 
nuclear energy 

Å Also used in medicine in MRIôs, CAT scans, and X-
rays used to diagnose patients and to treat cancer 
patients 

Both energy minerals are mined in Colorado! 
 

Mining Mattersé when you plug in for power. 



The Resource: 27% of the Worldôs Coal is in the United States 

Coal is Our Most Abundant Energy Fuel  


